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Alexandre Plaisance our summer “Y” youth exchange student, from 

Laval, Quebec, hard at work. Alexandre was a great help at the Big 

Little Science Centre through part of July and August. Aside from 

helping with summer camps and visitors, Alexandre helped with some 

French translations for programs. We miss him and his enthusiasm. 
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The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public 
 

Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  
 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
 

Phone: 250-554-2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org or Susan@blscs.org 

 

For more information check out our website 

(blscs.org) our Facebook page or follow us on Twitter 

What Am I? 
Can you guess 

what I am before 

the end of the 

Newsletter? 

 

Clue 1: I am a 

critically 

endangered 

species in my 

home of New 

Zealand.  

 

 

What Am I? 

Fundraising Dinner for the BLSC  

at the  

Fox’n Hounds Pub 

Sunday, December 7th, 2014 

Support the Big Little Science Centre  
 

Dinner includes a choice of two meals.  

Bring your group and have a Christmas party. 

 

Tickets are just $15, with 50% donated to BLSC. 

Plus, there will be a 50/50 draw. (Must be 18 or older to participate.) 

 

Tickets available at the BLSC office or from a BLSC Director. 

250-554-2572 susan@blscs.org 
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Become a member of the Big Little Science Centre Society 

A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family 

membership consists of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of 

grandparents, parents and children). A highlight is FREE entry to Science World and other 

science centres across Canada. 

 

BLSC Wish List 

Would you like to help out the Big Little Science Centre?  

Here is a wish list of donations we are looking for: 

 Any Legotm Mindstorms parts (NXT or RTS)   Plastic photo film canisters 

 A 10,000+ sqft building   Large Laminator 

Diaries of Duke 

Dear Diary, I’ve been quite the bludger today. Despite my best efforts to 

communicate that my sunning rock should be moved by sitting in the 

spot I want it in for several hours a day, my human captors still haven’t 

clued in. I even tried to go on a hunger strike in protest of my sunning 

rock’s position but it appears they’re pretty thick and haven’t got the 

message. I guess hunger strikes are more effective if I don’t slip up and 

occasionally gobble up the whole bowl of food. Lately I’ve been captivat-

ed by these worms they toss in my bowl and expect me to eat. I much 

prefer the crickets myself. What are these?! That one bloke tried to 

shove one in my face, as if to entice me to eat it! Spit the dummy at 

him, I did. Nobody tells Duke what to do. After they left for that night, I 

delved into my secret lair to research these strange wiggly worm-

creatures. 

From what I could gather, these worms provide necessary nutrients I need to survive. Full of protein and calci-

um they are. Maybe I was wrong in assuming that my captors and the army 

of larval humans that happen by my house are out to do me harm. Their 

scientific name is Zophobas morio, and they’re originally from Central and 

South America. Apparently all sorts of my fellow reptiles find these appeal-

ing and eat them as a staple part of their diet. They’re fairly easy to take 

care of and eventually they hatch into giant adult beetles. 

Apparently you can keep these monstrous things alive very easily by keep-

ing them in a small container with a couple inches of oats, minding their 

moisture content by tossing in some vegetables. What’s this?! If they don’t 

get enough moisture they eat each other? That’s terrifying, that is. Perhaps 

I should eat them just to make sure they don’t go insane.  

In any case, I shall continue to keep myself occupied by protesting the status of my sunning rock and writing 

in this journal. In the meantime, I shall bid you hooroo. Ah, almost forgot. Here’s my headshot. I’m hoping to 

make it out of here and become a Hollywood actor someday. I hear they always need extras to make the de-

sert scenes more lively! 
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What Am I? 

Have you guessed what I am yet? 

 
 

Clue 2: My green feathers camouflage me excellently. 

Science KIDbits  Making a Bigger Water Drop 
 

   

 

Try This: 

 

1. Cut a piece of wax paper about 30 cm long by 30 cm wide. Place it on a paper towel. Use a med-
icine dropper to add one drop of water to the middle of the wax paper. Also, place a drop of wa-
ter on the paper towel. Note what happens to the drop of water in each case. 

 
2. Add more drops of water to the wax paper surface, until you have built up one ‘super drop’.  
 
3. Predict what will happen to the drop of water, when you add a single drop of soapy water to the 

large drop of water. 
 
4. Now, add one drop of soapy water to your super drop. What happens to the water drop? 
 
5. Now, please wipe up the mess! 
 

You can build a very large drop of water on a wax surface. Water molecules cohere to each other be-
cause there is an electrical attraction between them. When soap is added to the water, it decreases 
the electrical attraction between the water molecules at the surface of the drop. With the cohesive 
force decreased, the water drop spreads out over the wax paper. Soap bubbles illustrate the same 
effect.  

 

Dr. Gordon R. Gore 

 

Founder, BIG Little Science Centre (retired) 

 
You Need:  

 
1 sheet of wax paper, about 30 cm x 30 cm 

1 sheet of paper towel 

1 drinking glass and fresh tap water 

1 medicine dropper 

liquid soap or detergent 
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Having fun 

at the 

Big Little Science Centre 
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Science KIDbits  Try Not to Sneeze! 
 

   

 

 

Try This: 

 

1. Fill a large bowl with water.  

   

2. Shake pepper over the top of the water. 

 

3. Put a small spot of wet soap or dishwashing detergent on the tip of your finger. 

 

4. Dip your finger into the bowl of water. 

 

A film of soapy water quickly ‘plows’ the pepper out of its way as it spreads across the top 
surface of the water in the bowl. Soap molecules decrease the surface tension on the top 
surface of the water. Surface tension is caused by an electrical attraction between individual 
water molecules, which makes them tend to cohere together. When soap molecules get 
between the water molecules on the surface they reduce the cohesive force between them. 

 

Dr. Gordon R. Gore,  

Founder, BIG Little Science Centre (retired) 

You Need:  

 
1 large bowl   

fresh tap water 

1 pepper shaker 

1 wet bar of soap  

    or liquid detergent 
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What Am I? 

Have you guessed what I am yet?  

Clue 3:  I am the heaviest of my Order, and the only one who can’t fly.  

 

BLSC Speakers Forum 
First talk of the fall sessions is October 23 2014 at 7pm. 

Doors open at 6:30pm. 
 

The six degrees of Salmon - with Gord Stewart 
 

 Do trees eat salmon? 

  What has a salmon done for me lately? 

   How do salmon find their way home? 

    What types of salmon live in the Kamloops area? 

 

For answers to these and other questions come to the talk on Thursday October 23rd, 

7:00PM at the Big Little Science Centre. 
For children to adults. 

 

Have a question of your own about Salmon? Bring it along. 
 

Doors open at 6:30. Free admission. Reception included. 

October Salmon Celebration at  

BIG Little Science Centre 

Much ado about an incredible fish --- all month long! 

Visit the BIG Little Science Centre each day Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 4pm, for our Oc-

tober Salmon Celebration. Through the Amazing Salmon Journey game, and by making your 

own Sockeye Salmon to take home (or to contribute to our own growing salmon run at the 

centre), discover the life cycle of the Sockeye Salmon. Explore their underwater world and 

learn some cool facts.  

Can you follow your nose home? Try the Salmon sent game while you visit. 

Q. What did the fish say when he swam into the concrete wall?   (A. Dam!) 

Q. Where do fish keep their money? 
(A. In a river-bank!)  
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What Am I? 

 I am a Kakapo 

(Strigops habroptilus)! 

 Kakapos are a unique 

species of parrot native to 

three islands in New 

Zealand. They are the 

heaviest parrots (adults 

weigh 4 to 9 pounds!) and 

also the only truly flightless 

parrots. They are 

nocturnal, camouflaged, 

and have unusual mating 

habits compared to other 

parrots. Like many other 

parrots, they eat nuts, seeds, fruits, pollen, and sapwood. They have very 

powerful legs which can carry it several kilometers over the course of the 

day. Although kakapos cannot fly, they are avid climbers. They ascend to the 

canopies of trees for food and descend by opening their wings like a 

parachute. Their nocturnal behavior and camouflage, coupled with their 

“freezing” response when threatened, made them very good at evading 

native predators such as the New Zealand falcon. However, they were 

hunted to near extinction after humans arrived on the islands and brought 

with them numerous hungry mammals from which the kakapo had no 

protection. Despite their past misfortune, the population is slowly 

recovering, with 126 living individuals as of March 2014. 

Christmas Parade 
Watch for the BIG Little Science Centre float in the 2014 Kamloops Christmas Parade on 

Saturday, November 29. Better yet, JOIN US! Want to help with building the float on Friday 

November 28 or would you like to be in the parade? Or both? Contact Susan for more infor-

mation or to sign up. 250-554-2572, susan@blscs.org 

 

Facebook Likes: Yippee we are well on our way to 1000 likes on Facebook! Like us for links to 

interesting science articles, photos from BLSC and a current list of events. 

 

Check us out on Twitter for news updates. Rate us on Trip Advisor.  


